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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
Soon, 15.7 million Sri Lankans will exercise their right to vote. They will stand
up for their hopes and make their voices heard. They will place a vote for a
better Sri Lanka, for this and future generations; a country where everyone
can succeed.
The upcoming presidential election is a unique opportunity for Sri Lanka to
shape its vision of a fair and prosperous future. Sri Lanka’s 6 million young
people cannot vote, but it is our duty to ensure that they stand at the centre
of this vision.
A prosperous future depends on what we do today.

A PROSPEROUS FUTURE DEMANDS THAT NO CHILD BE LEFT
BEHIND.
Every one of our 6 million children must be given an equal opportunity
to live a happy and healthy life - an equal opportunity to reach their full
potential.
Today, we have the unique opportunity to achieve this. We cannot allow this
moment to pass.
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A VOTE FOR CHILDREN
Sri Lanka has a proud history of putting children first. Thirty years ago,
Sri Lanka’s leaders stood tall with the nations of the world as a proud
signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and announced
its commitment to value and protect our children. This year, on the 30th
anniversary of that landmark moment, it is our collective responsibility to
ensure that we do not go back on this promise.

“

THERE CAN BE NO KEENER REVELATION OF A SOCIETY’S
SOUL THAN THE WAY IN WHICH IT TREATS ITS CHILDREN.
– NELSON MANDELA

”

Sri Lankans, of all ethnicities, religions and political affiliation, have always
understood that children are our most precious resource. That no matter who
they are or where they come from, they have the right to a happy, healthy
childhood and an equal chance at a prosperous future.
We can be proud of our progress. Together, we have done much for our
children.
Yet, there is more work that still needs to be done if all our children are to
reach their full potential and enjoy an equal chance to live, learn, grow and
succeed in a rapidly changing, increasingly complex world.
Today, you can play your part.
This is your duty.
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6 COMMITMENTS FOR
6 MILLION CHILDREN
Sri Lanka has lifted millions of families from extreme poverty. Mortality rates
for children under 5 have been reduced drastically. Almost-universal primary
school attendance for boys and girls has been achieved.
Still, there are many children that need our help to unlock their vast potential.
If we don’t act now, we risk the future of this generation and the future of
Sri Lanka.
UNICEF has identified 6 priorities that we must address for every child in
Sri Lanka.
ON BEHALF OF SRI LANKA’S 6 MILLION CHILDREN,
WE CALL ON EVERY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE TO COMMIT TO:

1. End child malnutrition forever
2. Build an education system that prepares our young for the future
3. Give every child a fair chance to succeed by ending child poverty
4. Ban damaging physical punishment against children
5. Create an inclusive and peaceful Sri Lanka for all
6. Fight climate change and prepare Sri Lanka for its effects
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MALNUTRITION
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END CHILD
MALNUTRITION
FOREVER
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Nutrition is a fundamental building block in a child’s life and is the
cornerstone of that child’s development into a healthy and productive adult.
It is one of the most important investments we can make in our children.
While Sri Lanka has made great strides in healthcare, maternal, newborn and
child malnutrition are still a major problem. Far too many children continue
to struggle with acute malnutrition, otherwise known as wasting, and chronic
malnutrition, otherwise known as stunting. This damages their health, growth
and development during childhood, harms their performance in school, and
limits their cognitive abilities, health and work productivity in later life.
According to global research, Sri Lanka is one of the 10 worst low and
middle-income countries in the world for wasting, with worse rates than
Nepal, Bangladesh and Afghanistan1.
15.1% of Sri Lankan children under 5 suffer from wasting2. Wasting,
experienced just once, increases the risk of stunted growth in a child, which
is usually irreversible. Stunting leads to impaired growth and development,
including that of the brain. This damage is lifelong.
FACT:
Wasting occurs when a child is too thin for his or her height. It is the
result of recent rapid weight loss or failure to gain weight. A child who
is moderately or severely wasted has an increased risk of death but
treatment is possible.
FACT:
Stunting refers to a child who is too short for his or her age. These
children can suffer severe irreversible physical and cognitive damage that
accompanies stunted growth. The devastating effects of stunting can last
a lifetime and even affect the next generation.

HIGHEST PREVALENCE IN THE WORLD FOR WASTING (IN %)
1
2
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South Sudan				24.3
Djibouti				21.6
India					20.8
Pakistan				17.7
Sudan (The)				16.8
Yemen					16.4
Mauritius				15.7
Eritrea					15.3
Sri Lanka				15.1
Somalia				15.0
Mauritania				14.8
Bangladesh				14.4
Papua New Guinea			
14.1
Indonesia				13.5
Mali					13.5
Joint malnutrition estimates 2018

DID YOU KNOW?
Wasting, stunting and obesity are serious issues that are affecting the
health and productivity of Sri Lanka.
•
•
•
•

1 in 7 children under the age of five suffer from wasting4.
Sri Lanka ranks in the bottom 10 of all low and middle-income
countries for wasting, below Nepal, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
1 in 6 Sri Lankan children experience stunting5.
1 in 3 children experience stunting in the poorer estate regions6.
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WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO END CHILD
MALNUTRITION FOREVER MALNUTRITION
FOREVER.

This can be achieved by:
1.

Supporting, funding and expanding the many proven solutions that exist
and will address Sri Lanka’s child malnutrition problem, especially among
children under 2 years

2. Putting into action the Multisectoral Action Plan for Nutrition 2018-2025
3. Increasing investment into community-based care and treatment of acute
malnutrition, so that more children can be successfully treated

1

UNICEF, WHO and World Bank, Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates, 2018

2,3

Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka and Demographic Health Survey, Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous

Medicine, Sri Lanka, 2016
4,5,6

Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka and Demographic Health Survey, Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous

Medicine, Colombo, 2016
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BUILD AN
EDUCATION
SYSTEM THAT
PREPARES
YOUNG
SRI LANKANS
FOR THE
FUTURE
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Sri Lanka’s education system has long been a point of pride, consistently
recording high net enrolment rates in primary and secondary education.
In fact, Sri Lanka’s students spend more time in school than in any other
country in South Asia. Sri Lanka has made progressive investments in
providing free education, free textbooks and school uniforms,
publicly-financed scholarships and professional teachers.
However, the world is changing at an unprecedented rate. Young people need
a new set of skills to survive and thrive in this hypercomplex environment,
and Sri Lanka needs the next generation of responsible citizens, leaders,
employers and employees to be able to cope with the challenges of the
future.

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM MUST ADAPT TO THE NEEDS OF A
NEW WORLD.
At present, the quality of educational offerings does not meet international
standards and are not flexible enough to adapt to the fast-changing needs of
the labour market. Content-heavy curriculums that emphasize ‘learning by
rote’ need to be replaced by a system that encourages students to learn for
themselves. A new emphasis needs to be placed on cognitive skills and soft
skills. For all levels of education, the length of transition from school to work
raises concerns about the quality and relevance of education. Employers
consistently question whether the education system is providing skills that
are actually relevant to the job market. There is a clear mismatch between the
skills in demand and the education of the workforce.
Sri Lanka does not spend enough on education, investing less that 2 percent
of GDP annually. This compares to the global average of over 4 percent for
lower-middle income countries and 5 percent for higher-middle income
countries7. This investment is not distributed in an equitable way.
Supporting teachers to do their jobs better is vital. Teachers want to do
the best for their students; but currently, many teachers have limited
professional development opportunities, suffer from outdated training
course content, and may be trained by trainers who are not expert.
Finally, the education system as a whole, from preschool to the end of
schooling, lacks coherence. The current preschool system is separated
from the primary and secondary education systems, which has led to
misalignments in policy and leadership. The education system needs to
function within a coherent policy framework, backed by independent quality
assurance systems. In this way, every child will be able to enjoy a quality
education from the start to the end of their educational journey.

DID YOU KNOW?
•

•
•
•
•
•

Poor quality is observed across all levels of education in Sri Lanka,
indicating that the general education system is failing to produce
skills that are in high demand in a competitive economy8.
• 11% of students drop-out between Grade 5-9.
• 27% (approx. 80,000) of students fail O/L exam.
• 34% (approx. 70,250) fail A/L exam.
There are large disparities in learning achievement by province,
gender, income and location9.
A significant number of secondary schools either have teachers of
English, mathematics and science who are under-proficient, or they
have no teachers for these subject at all10.
More than 70% of employers believe that the general education
system (primary and secondary) does not produce the types of skills
needed by employers11.
Only around 50 percent of children can access preschool12.
Spending on public education as a percentage of total government
spending is about 10%. This is among the lowest for countries at
similar levels of development13.
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WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO BUILD AN EDUCATION
SYSTEM THAT PREPARES YOUNG
SRI LANKANS FOR THE FUTURE,
NOT THE PAST
This can be achieved by:
1.

Ensuring that every school places the child at the centre, by providing the
systems and resources needed to equip young people for the 21st century

2. Supporting teachers by ensuring they have continuous professional
development
3. Investing in Early Childhood Education as guided by the 2019 National
Preschool Education Policy
4. Ensuring that a range of job opportunities are available and ready to
receive new graduates when their schooling is completed

7

Halil Dundar, Benoît Millot, Michelle Riboud, Mari Shojo, Harsha Aturupane, Sangeeta Goyal, and Dhushyanth Raju, Sri Lanka

Education Sector Assessment: Achievements, Challenges and Policy Options, World Bank Group, Washington DC, 2017
8

UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, Sri Lanka Country Report Compiling the Evidence Based on the Theme: Developing Skills

in Youth to Succeed in the Evolving South Asian Economy, 2019
9,10
11

World Bank, Sri Lanka Education Sector Assessment, 2017

Solotaroff, Jennifer L.; Joseph, George; Kuriakose, Anne, Getting to Work: Unlocking Women’s Potential in Sri Lanka’s Labor

Force, Directions in Development—Countries and Regions, World Bank Group, Washington DC, 2018
12,13

World Bank, Sri Lanka Education Sector Assessment, 2017
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POVERTY
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GIVE EVERY
CHILD A FAIR
CHANCE TO
SUCCEED BY
ENDING CHILD
POVERTY
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Without a doubt, the lives of Sri Lankan children have improved significantly
over the past several decades. Unfortunately, these positive developments
have not been experienced by all children equally. In fact, significant
differences exist across the country, where many children simply do not
have the same opportunities as their counterparts, and some are being left
behind. This means, in practical terms, that the Sri Lanka that some children
experience resembles countries like Spain or Germany, whereas others
experience situations more akin to Senegal or Ethiopia.
Varying poverty levels across the country are a major problem. While
Sri Lanka has significantly reduced poverty levels, more work needs to be
done to ensure that children are not denied opportunities simply because
of the family they are born into or location in which they live. For example,
neighbouring districts can have significantly different rates of child poverty:
in Batticaloa, 13.35% of children are poor, while in Ampara, only 2.53% are.
Kilinochchi has the highest rate, with 23% of children being poor, which
is comparable to the poverty rate in Laos. That is almost one in every four
children!

EXPERIENCING THE IMPACT OF POVERTY, EVEN FOR A
SHORT TIME CAN PERMANENTLY AFFECT A CHILD’S LONGTERM GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT, AND SPILL OVER INTO
AREAS LIKE NUTRITION AND LEARNING. THIS IN TURN HAS
PROFOUND CONSEQUENCES TO SOCIETY AS A WHOLE.
Inequities of financial resources partly explain some of the other existing
inequities in how children are doing around the country. Maternal, newborn
and child malnutrition continue to pose a major challenge in poverty-affected
areas, reaching levels generally associated with near-famine like conditions
(25.4% in Monaragala, 21.8% in Hambantota, which are comparable to rates
in South Sudan)14. Stunting, which is caused by inadequate nutrition during
the first 1,000 days of a child’s life (aged 0-2), is far more common in poorer
areas, In fact, stunting rates in Nuwara Eliya (32.4%) are the same as in
Nigeria15.
Access to quality education differs based on where children live and the
income-level of their families. While a large majority (72%) of urban children
attend preschool, for rural (58.3%) and estate sectors (47.6%) this is not the
case16. Several districts have pre-primary attendance rates much below the
national average of 60%17. Given the proven benefits of preschool education
and its impact on learning later in life, such differences mean that too many
children will start school already behind their classmates, in academic terms
as well as in social and emotional skills.
DID YOU KNOW?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In 16 out of 25 districts, child poverty rates are higher than overall poverty18.
Sri Lankans living in the rural areas are twice as likely to be poor as those living in the
urban areas. Those in the estate areas are 5 times more likely19.
In the estate sector, the average family earns only about half the national average20.
The average household in Colombo earns an income which is 3.3 times higher
compared to an average household in Kilinochchi21.
In Sri Lanka, a person classified as ‘non-poor’ consumes, on average, almost double the
kilocalories that a person classified as ‘poor’ consumes22.
The prevalence of stunting in the poorest families is 25%, more than twice that of those
who are from better off families23.
Four out of ten children aged 3-4 years do not attend any pre-school or early learning
development centre24.
More than 70% of 3-4 year-olds from the wealthiest families attend preschool, while this
rate reduces to only about 50% for children from the poorest families25.
A large body of evidence clearly shows that social protection systems, and cash
transfers in particular, play a crucial role in tackling child poverty, disparities and socioeconomic vulnerabilities.
Every child has the right to social protection, which is enshrined in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.
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WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO GIVE EVERY CHILD A
FAIR CHANCE TO SUCCEED BY ENDING
CHILD POVERTY
This can be achieved by:
1.

Establishing a universal child benefit, starting with families of children
0-5 years old, as a concrete means to smoothing disparities, eliminating
child poverty, and ensuring the right start in life for all children

2. Ensuring that universal approaches to child and family benefits are part
of the upcoming National Social Protection Strategy
3. Developing and institutionalizing a relevant child poverty and deprivation
measure that allows for the monitoring and reporting of child poverty and
social protection for children

14,15

UNICEF, State of the World’s Children: Children in a Digital Age, UNICEF, 2017

16-22

Department of Census and Statistics, Household Income and Expenditure Survey, Ministry of National Policies and Economic

Affairs, Sri Lanka, 2016
23

Department of Census and Statistics and Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka and Demographic

Health Survey, Colombo, 2016
24,25

Department of Census and Statistics, Household Income and Expenditure Survey, Ministry of National Policies and Economic

Affairs, Sri Lanka, 2016
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DAMAGING
PHYSICAL
PUNISHMENT
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BAN DAMAGING
PHYSICAL
PUNISHMENT
AGAINST
CHILDREN
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Despite Sri Lanka’s commitment to banning all forms of corporal
punishment, damaging physical punishment is still common and legal in
homes, schools and communities across the country.

THERE IS INDISPUTABLE GLOBAL SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE
TO SHOW THAT CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IS EXTREMELY
DAMAGING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILD.
It can cause physical and mental trauma, affect a child’s brain development
and cause lifelong psychological damage. It can also cause children to lose
interest in learning, leading them to miss or drop-out of school. It can also
have serious longterm effects on the self-esteem and dignity of a child.
Research shows that aggression breeds aggression, meaning that physical
punishment in schools and homes can lead to the use of violence as a first
step in communities, when faced with conflict.
Corporal punishment is widespread in Sri Lanka. Even though steps have
been taken, there is still no explicit legal ban on the practice. Existing policy
is poorly enforced and poorly financed.
FACT:
•

Corporal punishment is the act of using physical force with the
intention of causing pain or discomfort, however light. Corporal
punishment is a form of child abuse26.

DID YOU KNOW?
Corporal punishment is still widespread in Sri Lanka.
•
•

A study of Galle, Polonnaruwa, Batticaloa and Colombo districts
revealed that 74% of parents use some form of corporal punishment27.
The National Child Protection Authority reports that 80.4% of
school children have experienced at least one episode of corporal
punishment in the last term28.

19

WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO BAN DAMAGING
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT AGAINST
CHILDREN
This can be achieved by:
1.

Legally and explicitly prohibiting any act of physical force or humiliating
action, however light, against children. This means bringing necessary
amendments and changes to existing national legal frameworks to ban
corporal punishment in all settings.

2. Working to enforce legal provisions against perpetrators of corporal
punishment
3. Working to develop, promote and implement ways to promote positive
parenting and positive methods of disciplining children in homes and
schools
4. Financing and implementing public education strategy

26

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), General comment No. 8 (2006): The Right of the Child to Protection from

Corporal Punishment and Other Cruel or Degrading Forms of Punishment (Arts. 19; 28, Para. 2; and 37, inter alia), 2 March 2007,
CRC/C/GC/8, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/460bc7772.html [accessed 19 September 2019]
27
28

K.P. Shyamalie de Silva, Use of corporal punishment on children by parents and their perceptions, 2012

National Child Protection Authority, A Study on Child Disciplinary Methods Practiced in Schools in Sri Lanka, 2017
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PEACE AND
INCLUSION
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CREATE AN
INCLUSIVE AND
PEACEFUL
SRI LANKA FOR
ALL STARTING
WITH OUR
CHILDREN
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Peace and cohesion are the cornerstones of a prosperous and stable country.
Since the end of conflict in 2009, Sri Lanka has made strong commitments
to building a united, inclusive and peaceful society for all. It has done so by
setting up institutions and organizations to promote peace, reconciliation
and justice. It has also placed a strong emphasis on building an education
system that promotes these values.
Yet, Sri Lanka continues to grapple with ethnic tensions and
misunderstandings. This continues to have a direct effect on national
development.

IN MANY WAYS, TENSIONS BETWEEN SOCIAL AND ETHNIC
GROUPS BEGIN IN CHILDHOOD.
Education has been increasingly recognized as a powerful factor in
promoting peace and building a national identity. Unfortunately, the current
school system does not place enough emphasis on promoting a greater
understanding of the cultural practices and languages of all the diverse
ethnic groups that rightly call Sri Lanka home, and does not explicitly work
towards building stronger bonds between Sri Lanka’s ethnicities.
While Sri Lanka has done well to develop a national action plan to strengthen
peacebuilding through education, more needs to be done to make this a
reality.

DID YOU KNOW?
•
•
•
•

Schools continue to be segregated along ethnic and religious lines
91.8% of schools offer instruction only in Sinhala (62.2%) or Tamil
(29.6%)29 .
The majority of children do not learn a second national language or
English as a link language 30
Widespread corporal punishment breeds aggression and contributes
to a society that views violence as first resort to resolving conflict 31.
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WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO CREATE AN INCLUSIVE
AND PEACEFUL SRI LANKA FOR ALL
STARTING WITH CHILDREN
This can be achieved by:
1.

Ensuring that the promotion of understanding between Sri Lanka’s
diverse ethnicities is a core guiding principle across the entire education
system

2. Putting the National Action Plan on Education for Social Cohesion and
Peace into action
3. Promoting ‘integrated schools’ where students from Sri Lanka’s diverse
backgrounds mix, learn and grow together

29

Ministry of Education, School Census Report, 2017

30

Athirathan Sabaratnam, TEACHING OF SECOND NATIONAL LANGUAGE (TAMIL) IN SRI LANKA: RELEVANCE OF CURRICULUM,

International Journal of Economics, Business and Management Research, Vol. 2, No. 03; 2018
31

A Study on Child Disciplinary Methods Practiced in Schools in Sri Lanka, 2017 (https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/

corporal-punishment-as-a-disciplinary-measure-in-sri-lanka/)
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FIGHT CLIMATE
CHANGE AND
PREPARE
SRI LANKA FOR
ITS EFFECTS
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THE CURRENT SITUATION
Climate change is one of the biggest challenges facing the twenty-first
century, and Sri Lanka is on the front line. Climate change can result in
drought, flooding and changing seasons. By now, every Sri Lankan has
observed or been affected by the effects of a changing climate. While nobody
is immune to these effects, our children are the most vulnerable.
Children suffer the most from the direct physical impact of extreme
weather. Extreme climate events have a direct impact on their education,
on psychological stress and on nutrition. Children living in areas of extreme
temperatures are more likely to suffer from malnutrition, cholera, diarrhea
and dengue due to underdeveloped immune systems.
Even moderate climate change can have profound long-term consequences
on a child’s growth and overall development.

SRI LANKA IS RANKED THE SECOND MOST VULNERABLE
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WITH RESPECT TO THE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE32
It is vital that Sri Lanka begins to build a generation of young people who
are active in reducing and preparing for climate change; a generation which
understands that a healthy natural ecosystem, rich in biodiversity, is critical.
The National Adaptation Plan for Climate Change 2016-2025, prepared by the
Climate Change Secretariat of the Ministry of Mahaweli Development and
Environment has acknowledged this and laid out steps for mitigating climate
change. Communities must be supported to adapt to climate change.
Finally, children, who make up 30 percent of the population, must be
included in the fight against climate change and their perspectives should be
heard.

DID YOU KNOW?
Climate change is real. It is having a serious effect on our health and our
economic prosperity. We need to act now.
•
•
•
•
•
•

In 2016/2017 Sri Lanka faced its worst drought in 40 years33.
The drought reduced national output by 53% and affected over 2
million people34.
500,000 people were pushed into food insecurity35.
Water insecurity is more widespread than ever - the drought in NorthCentral Sri Lanka has now persisted for 4 years36.
Providing drought relief has cost over 17 billion LKR* (95 million
USD) to date37.
Cyclones have caused floods and landslides resulting in 312 deaths,
affect 1.3 million people nationwide and costing 198.4 billion LKR* (1.1
billion USD) in loss and damage38.
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WE CALL ON ALL PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO FIGHT CLIMATE
CHANGE AND PREPARE SRI LANKA FOR
ITS EFFECTS
This can be achieved by:
1.

Investing in communities by prioritising the resilience and adaptability of
education, health and protection services across Sri Lanka

2. Prioritizing the conservation and restoration of forests, wetlands and
other ecosystems that absorb large quantities of carbon, and specifically
increase Sri Lanka’s forest coverage by 10%
3. Ensuring that all government ministries not only consider how future
programmes and projects impact the environment, but take steps to limit
this impact and support climate change adaptation

32

David Eckstein, Marie-Lena Hutfils and Maik Winges. Global Climate Risk Index, GermanWatch, Bonn, 2019

33,34,35
36,37

WFP and UNICEF, Joint Assessment of Drought Impact on Food Security & Livelihood, 2017

United Nations World Food Programme and International Water Management Institute, Climate & Food Security Monitoring

Bulletin, July - August 2019
*UN Exchange Rate of 1 USD to 180.43 LKR. Converted 1 September 2019.
38

Ministry of National Policies and Economic Affairs and Ministry of Disaster Management, Sri Lanka Post-Disaster Needs

Assessment - Floods and Landslides, 2016, 2017
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UNICEF, FOR EVERY CHILD IN
SRI LANKA
For over 50 years, with the help of our vast network of partners, UNICEF has
made significant strides in raising health, education and protection standards
for children in Sri Lanka. From achieving Universal Child Immunization (1989)
to establishing The National Child Protection Authority (1998) to providing
decades of crucial relief in the wake of devastating conflict and natural
disaster, UNICEF has played a pivotal role in creating an environment in
which children in Sri Lanka have the best chance to survive and thrive.
UNICEF works to protect the rights of every child in Sri Lanka. Our goal is to
ensure that all of our children survive, thrive and fulfill their vast potential.
In a world that is rapidly changing, children are faced with complex
challenges and unprecedented opportunities. UNICEF’s work to reach and
benefit all children so that they can withstand these challenges, use these
opportunities and be the drivers of their own destiny.
UNICEF is committed to creating a country in which every child is free to
learn, play and grow, and we work to ensure that every child in Sri Lanka
is provided with shelter, good nutrition, protection from harm and an
education, wherever they may be. We strive to create communities in which
children can live with dignity and hope, free from discrimination, violence
and fear.
And we never give up.
UNICEF, for every child.
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30 YEARS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
30 years ago, in 1989, something incredible happened. Against the backdrop
of a changing world order - world leaders including from Sri Lanka, came
together to make a historic commitment to the world’s children. They made
a promise to every child to protect and fulfill their rights, by adopting the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) – an international
law on childhood. The CRC is the most widely ratified human rights treaty in
history, and since its adoption, has helped to transform children’s lives.
Thirty years on, child rights have not changed, they have no expiry date. But
global changes, like the rise of digital technology, climate change and mass
migration are completely changing childhood. Today’s children face new
threats to their rights, but they also have new opportunities to realise their
rights.
In 2019, as we mark the 30th anniversary of the CRC and the positive impact
it has had on a generation of children in Sri Lanka, we must look ahead to
the future of childhood and commit to urgent, concrete action to address the
unmet needs of children now, and in future generations.
By committing to the 6 priorities for Sri Lanka’s 6 million children in this
booklet, Sri Lanka can meet the needs of its children.
By committing to the 6 priorities for Sri Lanka’s 6 million children in this
booklet, Sri Lanka can ensure the promise it made to every child - to protect
and fulfil their rights - is delivered.
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VOTE FOR
We call on every presidential candidate to make this
commitment for Sri Lanka’s 6 million children.
Let every vote, be a vote for children.
Visit www.arawade.lk to take action for children and
learn more.
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CHILDREN
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UNICEF
Sri Lanka Country Office,
3/1 Rajakeeya Mawatha,
Colombo 7, Sri Lanka.
www.unicef.org/srilanka
www.unicef.lk
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